Bewitched

A Spell of Weather

By: Ben E. Saucer
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Prologue

Scene – kitchen, morning. Aunt Clara and Tabatha sit at the breakfast table. Samantha opens the refrigerator, and takes out a carton of eggs. She walks over to the stove, opens up a cabinet, and takes out a pan, and a mixing bowl. Then she opens a drawer, and takes out a spatula and a fork.

Samantha: So how did your check-up go?

Clara: Dr. Bombay advised me that I should cut down on the exertion of witchcraft. In fact, I should abstain for twenty-four hours. Then hopefully, my powers will return after a complete rest.

Samantha: Well, you’re welcome to rest here as long as you need. I have a guest room at the top of the stairs.

Clara: Well, Thanks, Samantha! I’ll need the rest!

Darrin enters from the hall.

Clara: Well, Hello… D… D… Darrien!

Darrin: Why, HELLO, Aunt Clara! Just call me “Darrin”!

Clara: Oh, I’m sorry, Darrin! My memory is not what it used to be!

Darrin: Oh, that’s OK! A lot of other people often make the same mistake.

Darrin sits down at the table.

Darrin: What’s for breakfast, I’m STARVED!!!

Samantha: I thought I’d whip up some eggs!

Darrin: Don’t WHIP up anything! You know the rules!

Samantha breaks an egg into the bowl.  Then she picks up the fork.

Samantha: I’m just going to whip ’em with THIS.

Darrin: Oh!

Samantha gets another egg. It slips out of her hand, and drops to the floor and breaks.

Samantha: Oh, DEAR!!!

Samantha twitches her nose. The broken egg re-assembles itself, and jumps up into the air. She catches it in her hand.

Darrin: SAMANTHA! You know the RULES! NO WITCHCRAFT!

Samantha: It was a REFLEX action!

Darrin: No matter! You promised NO WITCHCRAFT, and YOU GAVE YOUR WORD!

Endora pops in.

Endora: Trouble in paradise?

Samantha: Hello, Mother!

Darrin: When did YOU swoop in?

Endora: Just now! And if I ever get another opportunity, I’ll do it again!

Samantha: Mother, what do you mean, IF?

Endora: Samantha! You and Tabatha come with me! And bring your Aunt Clara along! Don’t stay in this house ANOTHER MINUTE!!!

Samantha: I will NOT! I love my HUSBAND! I’m staying RIGHT HERE! And there’s nothing YOU can do about it!

Endora: How can you be so STUBBORN! I should have never let you move into this house in the first place! You WON’T be living here after today! But, I’m not going to STAY HERE! I’ve given you FAIR WARNING!

Samantha: You can threaten all you want! But I’m not coming with you!

Endora: In that case, you know what to do!

Samantha: No I don’t! What do you mean?

Endora closes her eyes, and points into the air.

Endora: Zippa! Bungo! Festo! Deeker! Zorma! Noozle! Blippy! Kerpunk!

Endora opens her eyes, and pops out.

(fade out)

Act 1

Scene – kitchen. Darrin, Aunt Clara, and Tabatha are still seated at the table. Samantha is at the stove frying scrambled eggs.

Darrin: What was THAT all about?

Samantha: Oh, you know MOTHER! She likes to SHOW OFF!

Darrin: That sounded like some kind of SPELL, to me!

Samantha: Yeah, it did to ME, too! Aunt Clara, may I borrow your book of spells?

Clara: I’d let you if I could, but I can’t zap it up right now!

Samantha walks by the window, stops and looks out.

Samantha: Ooooh! Look at those CLOUDS! It looks like a thunderstorm!

Lightning flashes outside the window.

Sound – thunder.

Darrin: Great! Looks like I’m going to be late for work!

Lightning flashes again, with a loud thunder crash. The lights go out, leaving the house in semi-darkness. Lightning continues flashing outside the window. Tabatha starts crying.

Darrin gets up from his seat, and exits through the dining room. Aunt Clara gets up and follows Darrin. Samantha picks up Tabatha from her seat and carries her out of the room.

Scene – living room. It’s still semi-dark. Lightning flashes outside the window every now and then.

Darrin walks into the hall, and opens the closet door.

Darrin: Where’s the flashlight? I’m going to look for some candles. He reaches in the closet, takes out a flashlight, and turns it on.

Sound – Warning sirens begin to wail in the distance. 

Darrin looks at his watch.

Darrin: I don’t think that’s a TEST! It sounds DIFFERENT than usual! Turn on the TV!

Samantha: I CAN’T! The POWER’S off!!!

Sound – strong wind starts to blow.

Samantha looks out the window.

Samantha: Ooh! Look out there!

Darrin runs to the window, and looks out.

Scene – neighborhood. The skies are dark. It’s pouring down rain, and several tornados move about in the distance. Sirens continue to wail out loud.

Scene – living room.

Darrin: EVERYBODY! GET IN THE BASEMENT!!!

Samantha: Yes, HURRY! Darrin, if you let me, I’ll put an insurance spell on the house!

Darrin: No, Samantha! No spells allowed! We’ll just have to take our chances, like everyone else!

Darrin opens the closet door. Samantha helps Aunt Clara into the closet. Then she picks up Tabatha, and carries her into the closet. Darrin enters the closet and closes the door.

Scene – basement.  It’s dark, except for the flashlight Darrin has in his hand. Samantha, carrying Tabatha in one arm, helps Aunt Clara down the stairs. Tabatha and Darrin Follows them. They all sit down under the stairs, huddled together. The sounds of wind get louder and louder. The house begins to shake violently.

Tabatha starts crying out loud.

Clara: I’m scared too, Tabatha! I’m sure we ALL are!

Darrin: This time you’re mother’s goon TOO FAR!!!

Samantha: What makes you think SHE’S the cause of this?

Darrin: Remember? She cast that SPELL just before she popped out!

Samantha: Oh my STARS!!! …MOTHER!!!

The sounds continue, as they get louder.

Samantha: Oh, you’re a STUBBORN WITCH!!!

Darrin: I hope a twister picks up this house and DROPS it on your MOTHER! The WICKED WITCH OF WESTPORT!

Samantha: Now, DARRIN!!! Besides, she doesn’t live in WESTPORT!

Darrin: She might as WELL live here! She’s HERE all the TIME!

Scene – Kravitz’s living room. Abner is standing in the foyer, pointing to an open door next to the stairs. Gladys is looking out the front window.

Sounds – Strong winds, sirens wailing.

Gladys: WOW!!! Look at those TWISTERS! I’ve never SEEN anything like that up close! Come LOOK!

Abner: GLADYS! Get in the BASEMENT!

Gladys: But LOOK!!! See how those twisters all twist around each other like a corkscrew?

Abner: GLADYS!!!

Gladys: It’s like a big VACUUM CLEANER, reaching out of the SKY, sucking up EVERYTHING in its path! Come LOOK!!!

Abner: The BASEMENT!!!! NOW!!!

Gladys: WHAT FOR? It won’t make any DIFFERENCE! Listen to those AIR-RAID SIRENS! WEEEEEE-OOOOOH!!! WEEEEEE-OOOOOH!!! Those are NUKULAR WHISTLES!!! They’re coming to BLOW EVERYTHING UP!!! There’ll be MUSHROOM CLOUDS everywhere!!! They’ll blow away all the TWISTERS!!! COME LOOK or you’ll MISS IT!!!

Abner! Don’t look at the mushroom clouds! You’ll go BLIND!!!

Gladys: I don’t CARE! The WORLD’S going to END, and YOU’RE worried about my EYESIGHT!!! Come LOOK!!!

Abner: There ARE NO NUCLEAR MISSLES!!! That’s a TORNADO WARNING!!! Get in the BASEMENT!!!

Gladys: LOOK!!! Those twisters are headed RIGHT for the STEPHEN’S HOUSE!!! LOOK!!! COME HERE!!!

Scene – front view of the Stephen’s house. The skies are dark, Strong winds are blowing. Several twisters circle the house.

Scene – basement. Darrin and Aunt Clara are huddled up to Samantha under the stairs. Samantha is holding Tabatha in her arms. The room begins shaking violently, and rocking back and forth.

Darrin: WHAT’S HAPPENING???

Scene – sky. The Stephen’s house, including the basement, is spinning around inside a strong whirlwind. The house rises, almost out of sight.

Scene – Kravitz’s living room.

Gladys: Did you SEE THAT??? The twister just PLUCKED UP the STEPHEN’S HOUSE!!! RIGHT OUT OF THE GROUND!!! It just CARRIED the HOUSE AWAY!!! WHOOOOOOSH!!!! WHOOOOSH!!!! Just like THAT!!!!

Abner: It’s right across the street! Get in the basement! We can look at the damages after it’s over!!!

Sound – The winds die down. The sirens start up again, this time with steady tones.

Gladys: There are those SIRENS again!!! This time they sound DIFFERENT!

Abner closes the door in the foyer, and walks to the window.

Abner: That’s an ALL-CLEAR signal! You’re lucky you’re STILL ALIVE!!! Wasn’t there a HOUSE across the STREET?

Gladys: That’s what I TOLD YOU! It’s GONE!!! The TORNADO CARRIED IT AWAY!!! Let’s go see if the Stephens are all OK!!!

Scene – front of Kravitz’s house. Skies are dark. Moderate wind and rain. The door opens. Abner and Gladys steps out at the yard and look around. The yard is cluttered with fallen limbs and bushes. Abner looks at the house. The house has minor roof damage, mostly missing shingles. Gladys starts to walk toward the street.

Gladys: Come HERE!!! Look at THIS!!!

Abner turns around and follows Gladys across the street. They arrive at the yard across the street, and look around. Trees and bushes are fallen. Piles of dirt cover most of the yard. A pile of rubble sits where the Stephen’s garage once stood. Gladys walks over to a semicircle of hedges and looks around. Abner walks toward her. Gladys walks over to the edge of a concrete ledge and looks down. 

Scene – view into foundation pit of Stephen’s home. A concrete frame surrounds the area where the house once stood. At the bottom you can see dirt, fallen limbs, and other debris.

Gladys: See what I mean? The whole basement was plucked out of the ground! And you wanted ME to go into OUR basement!

Abner: I hope Mr. and Mrs. Stephens are OK. I wonder where they are.


Gladys: I doubt if they’re in KANSAS anymore!

Abner: What are you mumbling about?

Gladys: I bet little bitty MUNCHIES are asking Mrs. Stephens if she’s a GOOD WITCH or a BAD WITCH!

Abner: Let’s go back to the house! You’re rambling again! That’s means it’s getting time for your medicine! It’s also time for my NAP!

(Fade out…)

Act 2

Scene – sky. The Stephen’s house falls into view, still spinning around, until it is about to crash into some trees on the ground.

Scene – basement. Darrin, Samantha, Aunt Clara and Tabatha are still huddled under the stairs in the basement. The room rocks violently, until the shaking stops with a violent crash. Dust fills the air. Darrin and Samantha look around. Tabatha begins crying in Samantha’s arms.

Samantha: Is… Everyone OK?

Darrin: I’m still here!

Aunt Clara raises her head up, and looks around.

Clara: Is it all over?

Darrin: Let’s just sit here a while, and catch our breath! Then I’ll go upstairs, and check out the house… Or whatever’s LEFT of the house…

Scene – basement.  Darrin slowly stands up, and begins to walk around. He is holding a flashlight.

Darrin: You all just wait there! I’m going to try to find a way upstairs, and look around.

Darrin slowly climbs up the stairs. When he reaches the landing at the top, he pushes on the door a few times.

Darrin (shouting): It WON’T BUDGE!!! I’ll HAVE TO TRY SOMETHING ELSE!

Darrin climbs back down the stairs, and begins to explore his way around the basement. He looks behind a wall, and sees some concrete steps leading up to a cellar door. He climbs up the stairs, and begins pushing on the doors. He bangs on the doors a few times, and finally gets one of them to push open.

Scene – woods. Darrin opens the cellar door and looks around. It has stopped raining. He sees the house is mostly a pile of rubble, with portions of it still standing. Several trees grow next to the remains of the house. Darrin walks around, shaking his head. He returns to the cellar door, and takes Samantha by the hand. She is carrying Tabatha. Then Darrin reaches in again, and helps Aunt Clara out of the cellar. Samantha looks around.

Samantha: OH MY STARS!!!

Darrin: This time, your MOTHER has gone TOO FAR!!!

Samantha: I think you’re wrong! Mother wouldn’t do anything like this!

Darrin: I watched her casting some kind of spell, just before she popped out!

Samantha: I’ve never heard an incantation like that, but I don’t think ANY witch OR warlock can zap up a tornado that powerful!

Darrin: Why was she so adamant about you leaving me?

Samantha: She must have overheard you scolding me about using magic.

Darrin: Well, it’s none of HER business, what goes on in OUR HOUSE!

Samantha: Well, what are we going to do NOW?

Darrin: I guess we’ll spend the night in a hotel, and call the insurance man in the morning.

Samantha: How are we going to get there?

Darrin: I’ll go look around for the car.

Samantha: Where do you think it might be?

Darrin: In the garage… wherever THAT is…

Scene – Stephen’s yard. The remains of the garage stand next to the big hole where the house once stood. There’s nothing left of the garage except a pile of rubble. Portions of the Stephens car can be seen beneath the rubble.

Scene – woods. Darrin looks around on the ground next to the wall around the side of the house. Samantha calls to him from around the back of the house.

Samantha: Darrin? What are you looking for?

Darrin walks around the corner of the house to talk to Samantha.

Darrin: I’m looking for those red slippers! If I find them, you’re welcome to them! Then you can click your heels together and get us home!

Samantha: Don’t be silly! Besides, it looks like we ARE home!


Darrin: Yeah! Home sweet home! There’s no place like it!

Samantha: Did you find the car?

Darrin: No, I couldn’t even find the garage!

Aunt Clara walks over to where Samantha and Darrin are standing.

Clara: Samantha? Is it lunchtime?

Samantha: Hi, Aunt Clara! Is Tabatha hungry?

Clara: No, she just went to sleep under that tree over there. I’M hungry! I feel like a SANDWICH!

Darrin: You DO? Do you feel like a GOOD WITCH or a BAD WITCH?

Clara: Well, I don’t feel like much of a WITCH at all today! Thanks for asking, though!

Darrin: Sam, Do you have any suggestions as to how we are going to get out of here?

Samantha: Why not follow the yellow brick road!

Darrin: Very funny! I wonder where this dirt road leads.

Darrin looks both ways down the dirt road, which seems to go forever both ways. Then he begins walking down the road. 

Scene – dirt road. Darrin continues walking… and walking… and walking…

Scene – country store. Darrin arrives at a small store. He tries the door, but it’s locked. He walks around in front of the store, and finds a telephone booth. He enters, and closes the door.

Scene – inside phone booth. Darrin picks up the earpiece and puts it to his ear. He hears nothing. He looks, and notices that there is no dial. Instead, there’s a crank on the side. He inserts a nickel, and turns the crank. He hears a female voice in the phone.

Voice: Your number please?

Darrin speaks into the mouthpiece on the front of the phone.

Darrin: Hello, operator? Could you connect me to McMann and Tate?

Voice: I’m sorry. I have no listing for McMann and Tate.

Darrin: How about Frank Stevens.

Voice: I’m sorry, no such listing!

Darrin: Well, could you connect me to an operator in Westport? Area code 203.

Voice: Four bits, please!

Darrin reaches in his pocket, takes out two quarters, and drops them into the phone. You hear two “dings”.

Voice: Thank you! Please hold!

Darrin stand there humming to himself.

Voice: I’m sorry! The party does not answer! Please try again later! Have a nice day!

Darrin hangs up the earpiece. He reaches his finger into the coin return slot, and finds a nickel. He looks at it carefully.

Darrin: Hmmm… An old Indian-head buffalo nickel!

Scene – fallen house. Darrin returns from the dirt road. Samantha and Aunt Clara meet him as he arrives.

Samantha: Did you find anyone?

Darrin: No! I just found an old store, but it was closed. I tried to place a phone call to Westport, but the operator was no help!

Samantha: We’re probably not even in the STATE! I guess all we can do is wait till somebody shows up!

As they talk, a glowing sphere appears in the distance, and gets closer and closer.

Darrin: What’s THAT??? (Pointing)

Samantha: I don’t know!

Darrin: Maybe it’s GLENDA to the rescue!

Samantha: GLENDA WHO???

Darrin: Glenda GOODWITCH!!!

Samantha: HUH??

The sphere moves in right between Darrin and Samantha, and hovers in mid air.

Darrin: OK! Who’s the WISE WITCH!!!

The sphere vanishes. Endora pops in.

Darrin: YOU!!!

Endora: I beg your pardon, Dumbo???

Samantha: Never mind, Mother! It’s about TIME you showed up!

Endora: You’re LUCKY you’re still alive! How is Tabatha?

Samantha: Fine! She’s taking a nap under that bush over there.

Endora: How’s your Aunt Clara?

Aunt Clara approaches from nearby.

Clara: Don’t worry! I’m FINE! N-N-Now let me ask YOU some questions! And I want ONLY the TRUTH! The WHOLE TRUTH, and NOTHING BUT the TRUTH!!!

Darrin and Samantha look at Aunt Clara with a surprised look.

Endora: Have I ever lied to YOU?

Clara: No, and you’re NOT going to start NOW! DID you, or DID you NOT create this tornado that destroyed this house?

Endora: I did NOT!!!

Samantha: I don’t think THAT’S even possible! On the other hand, I wouldn’t put it past her!

Clara: DID you, or DID you NOT, DEMAND that Samantha LEAVE the house IMMEDIATELY!

Endora: I DID!

Clara: But Samantha REFUSED!

Samantha: That’s RIGHT!

Clara: And when she REFUSED, didn’t you SAY, and I QUOTE, “I’ve given you FAIR WARNING”?

Endora: Yes, something like that!

Clara: But you did not CAUSE the storm that followed?

Endora: I don’t think that’s LEGAL!

Clara: But you KNEW it was COMING!

Endora: OK! Yes! I KNEW it was COMING!

Clara: And you KNEW it was GOING to destroy the house?

Endora: YES!

Clara: So you were, in fact, WARNING Samantha to LEAVE the house BECAUSE the storm was coming!

Endora: That’s right! But she wouldn’t LISTEN!

Clara: But she misunderstood! She THOUGHT you were telling her to leave her husband!

Endora: Well… I….

Clara: Don’t answer that?  Why didn’t you SAY that a storm was coming to destroy the house?

Endora: I don’t think that’s LEGAL! In fact I KNOW it’s not LEGAL! It’s FORBIDDEN to giver an advance weather report to mortals, except maybe that it was going to rain a little bit. Other than that, all I COULD do LEGALLY was tell Samantha to LEAVE the house, and come with me! I just couldn’t tell her WHY!

Darrin: You would have left me STRANDED here?

Endora: YOU couldn’t come with me if you TRIED! Samantha COULD!

Clara: But when she didn’t leave, you said, and I quote,”You know what to do”?

Endora: I believe I did!

Clara: And what did you mean by that?

Endora: I was suggesting that Samantha put an insurance spell on the house.

Samantha: I TRIED, but Darrin wouldn’t let me do it!

Darrin: We already HAVE insurance on the house! In a few weeks, we’ll be living in another house! Well, after the deductible, we’d end up in a smaller, cheaper house. And we’ve got to buy a new car, and new furniture…

Samantha: It wouldn’t NEED to be like this! With an insurance spell, we could have saved THIS house!

Darrin: Well… maybe you SHOULD have… Go ahead! Use it NOW!

Samantha: I CAN’T! It’s TOO LATE now! I was supposed to do it BEFORE the storm hit! Unfortunately I DIDN’T!

Endora: But I DID!!!

Samantha and Darrin: WHAT???

Endora: That’s right! Samantha didn’t activate the insurance spell, so I did it FOR her! Now I must REVERSE the spell. Stand back! Oh… Samantha! Go get the baby!

Samantha walks over to the bush, picks up Tabatha in her arms, and walks over to the clearing. Darrin and Aunt Clara stand next to her, watching Endora. Endora raises her hands, and points toward the house.

Endora: Kerpunk! Blippy! Noozle! Zorma! Deeker! Festo! Bungo! Zippa!

Endora waves her arms in a circle. A large cloud of smoke explodes, hiding everything. Soon the smoke clears.

Scene – back yard. Darrin, Samantha, Aunt Clara, and Endora are standing in the back yard. Samantha holds Tabatha in her arms. The house stands, as it should, in one piece. Darrin enters the house through the patio doors.

Scene – living room. Darrin looks around, and find everything is normal. Samantha and Aunt Clara enter, looking around. Endora pops in.

Darrin: The house is BACK! This is too good to be true! Endora, I’ll have to hand it to you! Sometimes, you’re all right! I don’t know how to repay you!

Endora: I was just looking out for my daughter and granddaughter! I’ll send you a bill every month, until the insurance premiums are paid up to date!

Darrin: INSURANCE PREMIUMS?

Endora: No… Just kidding!

Darrin: Now tell me the truth! Are you a GOOD WITCH, or a BAD WITCH?

Endora: Comme ci, Comme ca!

Darrin: I’m not sure what that means… but I’ll take your word for it! By the way, how did you do that?

Endora: I use a TIME-LOCK spell.  I first zap up a snapshot of the house, and its contents, and store it in the cosmic vault. After the damage was done, I merely retrieve the snapshot from the vault and restore the house the way it was PRIOR to the storm. There’s only one CATCH! The house is now OUT OF SYNC with the mortal time continuum. In other words, this house is several hours YOUNGER than it SHOULD be!

Darrin: Younger? Out of Sync?

Endora: Show him, Aunt Clara!

Aunt Clara walks over to the front wall, and disappears as she walks through it. A few seconds later, she re-enters through the wall.

Clara: That was REAL EASY this, time! By the way, did you know that your house is the only one in the neighborhood that doesn’t have any roof damage? The yard looks terrible!

(fade…)

Epilogue

Scene -- front yard. There are fallen limbs and scattered debris all over the front lawn. Other than that, the house itself is in perfect condition. Darrin and Samantha are out on the lawn, looking over the premises. Abner and Gladys approach from the street.

Gladys: Hi, Mr. and Mrs. Stephens! We came to check to see if you two were OK! That was a terrible storm we just had!

Samantha: Yes, it WAS quite a storm! But we’re fine! Did YOU get much damage?

Abner: Mostly the roof, and some trees.

Gladys: I could SWEAR I saw the tornado carry your house away!

Abner: She only THOUGHT she saw that! It was impossible to see ANYTHING in all that wind!

Samantha: Well, the tornado did pick up the house, and carry it STRAIGHT up to the sky!

Gladys: SEE? I was RIGHT!!! Don’t you REMEMBER, ABNER? You came out WITH ME and SAW the house MISSING!

Abner: I noticed ONE of the houses missing! It couldn’t have been THIS ONE! Obviously, it’s still HERE!

Samantha: Well, the tornado DID carry the house STRAIGHT UP, but then it dropped it RIGHT BACK DOWN again! Right where it was before! Isn’t that AMAZING?

Gladys: There’s no DAMAGE to it! All the OTHER houses have minor damage!

Samantha: Well, while OUR house was airborne, it didn’t offer any RESISTANCE to the wind. All the other houses were STUCK to the ground, so THEY resisted the wind, and suffered damage…

Abner: Well, take care, Mr. And Mrs. Stephens! I’m glad you all are all right!

Darrin: Bye! See you later!

Abner walks back across the street. Gladys starts to follow, but hesitates, and returns back toward Samantha:

Gladys: By the way… Where is your CAR? I don’t SEE it!

Samantha: Oh, it’s SAFE in the GARAGE!

Gladys: Yeah! It’s safe in the garage….

Gladys starts to walk across the street. Then she looks toward the driveway.

Scene – front of garage, fully intact.

Scene – street. Gladys is staring toward the garage, with her mouth open.

Gladys:  SAFE IN THE GARAGE?????!!!!!

(fade out…)

